Hyoupevitoog. O emiokénTng Umopsi va akoAouBroel ite v Eyvatio 066
gite TV E.O. Hyoupevitoac-TpéRelag péxpL ToV OKIopO Tou Kaptepiov,
omov otpifel Se€ix mpog MépSika. Alooxilel TO XWPLO KAl KATEVOVVETAL TNV
mapoAia KapaBootdat, 0To vOTIo GKpo TG omolag PploKeTal 0 apXatoAOYKOG

The city and its territory ﬁ\ P e Rl R GG (e o i SO S O OLKLOHOG KAl I} EMIKPATELX TOV

The fortified coastal settlement of Dymokastro is located on a hill
south of Karavostasi Bay, near Perdika, Thesprotia. It was founded in

the second half of the 4th century BC and flourished for the following XWPOC. ATIO TO ONEID AUTO UTIOPEL EiTE VX GUVEXITEL TTOV AOPAATOTTPWHEVO
two centuries. In 167 BC, it was seized by the Romans, yet it was not Spouo Tov 08nyei ot VOTIA TIASUPA TOU AGPOL KA, HECW LELOKTNTOU EAQUWIVC,
abandoned and habitation continued until the 1st century AD. otV £i0080 TOL APXALOAOYIKOY XWPOV, EITE VO AKOAOUBNTEL TEE(OG TO AVNPOPIKO

LOVOTIAXTL IOV 08NYEl 0TNV OKPOTIOAN B Kol 0TO ECWTEPLKO TOL APXALOV OIKIOHOV.

Access: Dymokastro is located approximately 40 kilometers south of Igoumenitsa.
Visitors can follow either the Egnatia Motorway or the Igoumenitsa—Preveza National

The settlement is also known as Erimokastro, Elinokastro, or Elimokastro.
According to some scholars, it is identified with ancient Eling, a port city

mentioned on a lead oracular tablet from the 3rd century BC, found at Road up to the settlement of Karteri, where they turn right towards Perdika. They
the Oracle of Dodona. The city’'s name may derive from the name Elinoi, pass through the village and continue to Karavostasi Beach, at the southern end of
a Thesprotian “ethnos” that inhabited the coastal southwestern part which the archaeological site is located. From this point, they can either continue on

the paved road that leads to the southern side of the hill and, through a privately

owned olive grove, reach the entrance of the archaeological site, or follow on foot

the uphill path leading to Acropolis B and the interior of the ancient settlement. A RC H A E O I_O G | C A I_
NMAnociéctepa onusia svdlapépovrtog: KAGTPO KAl OLKLOPOG SlTE OF
Mapyapitiov og andéotaon 25 xAp. K&otpo kat olklopog Mapyag

O oeg anodotaon 17 XAW.
Nearby points of interest: The castle and the traditional settlement of Margariti DYM OKASTRO

are located approximately 25 km away. The castle and the settlement of Parga are
approximately 17 km from the site.

of Thesprotia.
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The two temples in “Citadel A"
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Oxvpwon

O OIKIOMOG, HE OUVOAIKN €ékTaon 220 OTPEUUOTH, OVOTITUCCETOL
OTO E0WTEPIKO SVO EMEAANAWY OXUPWHATIKWY TEPBOAWVY, TIOU
oupBatikd ovopddovton «akpoTtoAelg» A kot B. Katodappdvouv to
OVWTEPO OHOAO TUHHA TOV AGPOU KOl (PAIVETAL TIWG OXUPWONKOV
Slo8oX KA, pe HKp UHETOED TOUG XPOVIKN OTOCTOOH, KOTE TNV
idpuon tng MOAng Aiyo petd Tta péca Tou 4ou al. T.X. XTOUG
€AANVIOTIKOVG XPpOvoug, TiiBavotata tov 30 at. T.X., N oxupwon
EMEKTAONKE OTO EVTOVA ETIKALVEG SUTIKO THAHO TOU AOQPOV, PE ThV
KOTOOKEVH EVOG ETIMNKOUG TELXOUG («aKPOTIOAN» I), TIou €@Tave
wg T OAACCQ, YL TNV TIPOCTACIO TOU oPXAioU Alaviov.

MoAso8Sopikn opyavwon

H «okpOTOAn» A amOTEAEL TOV OIKIOTIKO KOl SLOKNTLIKO TTLUPHVA
TOV OWKIOHOV. Tat KTHPLX, CUXVA €V MEPEL I OAOKANpa Aa&gupéva
OTOV (PUGLKO BPAXO, AVATITUGCOVTOL -UEPOVWHEVA 1] OE CUCTASEG-
TIAVW OE PUOLKA TIAXTWHOTA I TEXVNTA SLOpOpPWHEVA Avdnpa.
JUVOVTWVTOL CUVOETO OIKOSOMKA GUYKPOTHHOTY, PE TIOAAOUG XWPOUG
O€ OKOVOVLOTN SLATAEN, CAAG KOlL TILO XTTAEG KATOOKEVEG 0POOYWwVLOG
k&toyng pe 4-5 Swpdtio. M owkior pe peyGAn TepioTUAN KEVTPIKN
OUAN KO TIEPLHETPIKEG TITEPUYEG EPEVVIHONKE OTO VOTIO THNHA TNG
«OKPOTIOANG» A. ISLOITEPO XAPOKTNPLOTIKO TOU OLKLOHOU OITOTEAOUV
oL TPELG, Aa&eVPEVEG OTOV BPAXO, KUKAIKEG SEEAUEVEG YL TN CUYKE-
VTpWOon tou BPoxLvou vePOU.

JT0UG V0 HIKPOUG VOOUG TNG TIOANG, HOPHUAPLIVA CETWHATIKA 1
OVOONUATIKA YAUTITA KOL OPLEPWHATO HOPTUPOVV TN AdTpeio
Tov Epun kot BsotiTwy Tou Katw Koouov.

'E&w amod ta TELXN, OTOUG TIPOTIOSEG TOU AOPOU EKTELVOTOAV TO
VEKPOTOAPEIO TOV OLKIOHOU. KIBwTlOoXNHOL KOl KEPOLOTKETELG
TAPOL i amAoi AGKKOL, GUXVA SlapopPwévol o PBpoxwdeLg
KOLAOTNTEG, EPELVIONKAV KOVTA OTNV KUPLX TTOAN TNG «OKPOTIOANG»
A. Z16epéviat OTIAQ, XPUOGA KOOUAHUOTO, TIAWVO OryyEior Ko PETOAAKA
MIKPOOWVTIKEILEVO GUVOSEVOV TOUG VEKPOUG. 2TOUG SUTIKOUG TIPOTIOSEG
TOU AoV, eEWTEPLKA TNG OXVPWONG TNG «aKPOTOANG» I, otnv
TIEPLOXT) OTIOU TIOOVOV BPLOKOTOV N TIPAKTLO TIUAN, EVEEXOMEVWIG
VO UTIIPXE EVO KON THAHO VEKPOTAPEILOV.

X&AKwo vopopa tou Kooy
TWV HTEPWTWV PE TIOPAaTOON
KEPOANG Auwvng, Tpimoda Kai
™V emypa®n ArEl-PQTAN.
233-168 T.X.

Bronze coin of the Epirote
League depicting the head of
Dioni on the obverse and tripod
and the inscription AMEI-PQTAN
on the reverse.
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YUVaLKELO ELGWALO.
30¢-20¢ al. T.X.
Clay female figurine.
3rd-2nd c. BC

MAAWVoG o&umuBpevoq
AUPOPEQC.

2o0c¢-1o¢ at. T.X.

Clay transport amphora.
2nd-1st c. BC

Acnpévio voutopa KopivBou pe
mapaoTaon Mny&oou Kat KEQAANRG
Agppoditng 1y voueng Meprivng.
40¢ at. T.X.

Silver Corinthian coin with Pegasus
and the head of Aphrodite or

the Nymph Peirene. 4th c. BC

Fortification

The settlement, covering a total area of 22 hectares, developed within
two successive enclosures, conventionally designated as “Citadels”
A and B. They occupy the upper, relatively flat part of the hill and
appear to have been fortified sequentially, with a brief interval
between their construction, coinciding with the city’s foundation
shortly after the mid-4th century BC. During the Hellenistic period,
probably in the 3rd century BC, the fortification was

extended to the steeply sloping western part

of the hill with the erection of an elongated

wall enclosure (“Citadel” C), which reached

the shoreline, providing protection to the

ancient harbor.

KepoAn mAwvou eildwAiov {mmov.
30¢-20¢ at. Tt.X.

Head of a clay horse figurine.
3rd-2nd c. BC

Urban organization

“Citadel” A was the residential and administrative core of the settlement.
The buildings, often partially or entirely hewn from the natural bedrock,
are arranged -either individually or in clusters- on natural terraces
or artificially constructed stepped platforms.

Complex buildings, featuring multiple rooms arranged in an irregular
layout, are found alongside simpler rectangular structures comprising
four to five rooms. An imposing residence with a large peristyle central
courtyard and surrounding wings was excavated in the southern
part of “Citadel” A.

A distinctive feature of the settlement is the presence of three
circular cisterns hewn directly into the bedrock, designed for the
collection and storage of rainwater.

Within the two small temples of the city, marble pedimental or
votive sculptures and other votive offerings attest to the worship
of Hermes and deities associated with the Underworld.

The cemetery of the settlement extended outside the walls, at the
bottom of the hill. Cist graves, tile-covered tombs and simple pits
-often shaped within natural rocky cavities- have been investigated
near the main gate of “Citadel” A.

The grave gifts include iron weapons,

gold jewellery, ceramic vessels, and

small metal artefacts. There may

have been another cemetery at

the western foothill, outside

the fortification of “Citadel” C,

in the area where the coastal

gate of the settlement

was possibly located.

Mapp&PIVOG TIECGOUOPPOG PWIoKOG.
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Marble pillar-shaped small altar.
Roman period



