The settlement

Only a small section of the Late Classical-Hellenistic settlement has
been excavated to date, inside the acropolis. Two successive houses
were discovered along one of the city’s streets, one of which was
inhabited until the Early Christian period (5th-6th century AD).

No residential remains from the Byzantine period have been identified
with certainty on the acropolis. A tower that dominates the highest
point of the hill probably dates to the Late Byzantine period. The
building is preserved to a height of two floors and had an external
water tank.

During the Ottoman period, a small agricultural settlement developed
on the site of the ancient city which survived until the late 19th century.
Its ruins are visible today throughout the acropolis. The houses were
roughly built, often with two floors, and had an indoor toilet. A network
of paths crossed the settlement, leading to a circular threshing
floor-square.

A building with lime-built pillars supporting arched openings dates
to the same period. The building, which survives on the southern
tower of the acropolis wall, was part of a larger complex with a
communal character. It was probably a Muslim mosque.
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BA tng Hyoupevitoog. O emiokemtng kv amo tn Popela £§060

NG TOANG Kat akoAouBei Tnv moAoud €Bvikry 066 Hyoupevitoag —
lwavvivwyv. Xtn Staoctavpwaon 1pog FepomAdtavo oTpifel aploTepd Kal
okoAoVBEl TOV A0POATOOTPWHEVO SPOHO IOV 0dnyel 0TNV €i00d0 TOu
APXALOAOYIKOU XWPOV.
Access: Doliant is located approximately 17 km northeast of Igoumenitsa.
Visitors begin their journey from the northern exit of the city and follow the
old national road connecting Igoumenitsa with loannina. At the junction
toward Geroplatanos, they turn left and continue along the paved road that
leads directly to the entrance of the archaeological site.

ﬁ\ MpéoBaon: H NtoAlavn Bploketal og amootaon Tepinmov 17 xAu.

MpooBacypétnTa: To KTrpLo EUTNPETNONG KOWOU SLOBETEL XWPOUG
&\‘ UYLELVNG LE TIPOSIAYPOPEG AUEA. TOV UTIOAOLTIO QPXAULOAOYLKO XWPO
UTIAPXEL KALON KO APKETA OKOAOTIATLAL.
Accessibility: The visitor reception building includes restroom facilities
accessible to people with disabilities. The rest of the site features slopes and
numerous steps.

MAnociéctepa onpueia evdlapépovtog: Apxaloloylkd Mouaoeio
kal K&otpo Hyouvpevitoag o amdéotaon 17 XAW., apXOLlOAOYIKOG
XWpog MNravwv o€ amootaon 24 AW, apXOLoAOYIKOG Xxwpog Mipyou
Payiou ot amootaon 24 xAW., TIopoAior Apemtavou o amoataon 19 XA
Nearby points of interest: The Archaeological Museum and the Castle
of Igoumenitsa are at a distance of 17 km from the site. The archaeological sites
of Gitana and Pyrgos Ragiou are approximately 24 km away. Drepano beach is
at a distance of 19 km.

Apxaioloyikog xwpog NTtéoAwavng | Archaeological Site of Doliani

FepomtAdtavog Afjpov Hyoupevitoag, | Geroplatanos, Municipality
Ozompwtia 461 00 | of Igoumenitsa, Thesprotia 461 00

Epopeia Apxaotiitwy Osontpwriag | Ephorate of Antiquities of Thesprotia

T: 26650.29177 / 8 | T: 26650.29177 / 8
E: efathe@culture.gr | E: efathe@culture.gr
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https://igoumenitsamuseum.gr/view_sub_subpage/15/35/arhaiologikos-hwros-ntolianis
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SITE OF DOLIANI

O owIoONO¢

ATIO TOV OKIOUO TNG YOTEPOKAAGLKNG — EAANVIOTIKNG TIEPLOS OV
€XEL EPEVVNOEL PEXPL ONUEPA MIKPO HOVO THAHCK, OTO ECWTEPLKO
NG aKPOTOANG. AVo SLadoxLkéG OLKieG ATOKOAAVPONKAV KATA
HAKOG €VOG OTIO TOUG SPOOUG TNG TIOANG, N Hic oo TIG OTtoiEq
KOTOLKNONKE LEXPL TOUG TTAACLOXPLOTIAVIKOUG XPoOvoug (506—
60¢ at p.X.).

3TNV aKPOTIOAN 8&v €XOUV €VTOTILOTEL pE BELAOTNTA OLKLOTIKA
katdAouma tng Bulavtivig tepltodov. Mupyog mov deomolel
0TO VYNAOTEPO ONEIO TOV AdPoU TOAVOV Xpovoloyeital aTnv
‘Yotepn Bulavtivi) tepiodo. To ktrplo Statnpeital o VPog Svo
opoPwV Kot 81€0ete eEwTepLkn de€apuevi vePoU.

Koatd toug 00wpavikoug xpovoug, atn Béan tng apxaioag ToAng
OVOMTTUOCETOL UKPOG OyPOTOKTNVOTPOPIKOG OLKIOHOG IOV eTPiwaoe
£€w¢ Tov VoTePO 190 at. Ta EPEITLA TOL Eivait ONPEPA OPATA GE OAN TV
OKPOTIOAN. Tot OTTTIO TOV TIPOXELPNG KATOOKEVNG, GUXVE SLwpoyo,
HE EcWTEPLKO amoyxwpntripLo. Eva Siktuo povomatiwv Siéoxi(e Tov
OKLOMO KO 08NYOVOE GE KUKAIKO OAWVL-TIAXTELOL.

Tnv i iepiodo xpovoloyeital KTPLO pe AOBECTOXTIOTOUG TIECGOUG
mov otpLlov ToEwTd avoiyporta. To KTioUa, TIov CWIETOL ETIAVW GTOV
VOTIO TIUPYO TNG AKPOTIOANG, XTIOTEAOVOE TUHHOL EVOG MEYOAUTEPOV
OGUYKPOTHHOTOG HE KOWOXpnoto xopoktrpo. Mpokerton mbovotota
YOl LOUGOUAMOVIKO TEEVOG.

I Amoyn TG ToEWTNE KUPLAG TTVANG TNG apXaiag oxVpwaong
View of the arched main fortification gate



H Oéon xau n wotopikn e&€AEn
TOVU OLKILGHOV

O oxupwévog OKIOPOG TG NTOALavNG ekTeiveTal OE XOUNAG VYWl
otnv 6xOn Tou motopou KoAopd (apxaiog OUouig), Kovid oTo
GUYXPOVO XWPLO [EPOTAATAVOG. ZUMPWVA HE TNV ETUKPATECTEPN
oTNV £pguva ATon, TIPOKELTOL YO TNV apXaic PovoTr), KEVTPO TOU
opxaiov BeoTPWTIKOV PUAOU TwWV POVOTEWVY TIOV KATOIKOUOE OTNV
TIEPLOYXI) TOU MECOV POV TOU TIOTHOV.

O TEL(IOPEVOG OLKLOMOG 16pUBNKE oTo B’ HLo6 Tov 4ou at T.X., g€
puoLkd oxvupn Béon Tov eixe katoknBel &N ad TNV ApPXAiKN
€TOXN, OTIWG HOPTUPOVV OTIOPASIKA EVPAHHATA TOV 70V KOt 60V
at 1.X. Metd tnv katdktnon touv 168 m.X. amé toug Pwpaiovg,
n TOAN 8ev eykaToAeiPONKke oAAG CUVEXLOE VO KATOLKEITOL OXESOV
adteAemta éwg tnVv 'Yotepn OBwpavikn tepiodo.

Oxvpwoserg

O apxctiog OKIOMOG TIEPIBAAAETAL OTTO LOXUPEG LOOSOMIKEG OXUPWOTELG
Tou 4ovu Kat 30u aL T.X., TToU ATOTEAOVVTOL OTIO SV0 EMTEGAANAOUG
TEPIPOAOVG Kal Eva TIpoTEi Lo oTa BOpeLa. To TeiX0g EVioXLOTOV
He opBoywvioug TTUpyoug Kot OAGCELG TNV OYn TOV, EVW TIVUAEG
eEao@aAillav TNV emikowvia LETAEV TwV TEPLBOAWY OAAX Kol
TN oVVdEan e TOV EEWTEPIKO XWPO.

O £0WTEPLKOG OXVPWHATIKOG TIEPIBOAOG SLOUOPPWVE TNV OKPOTIOAN
0TV KOPUPN TOL AGPOV, OTIOU AVOTTTUXONKE SLOXPOVIKE O TIUPHVOG
TOU OLKLOpOV. Eival ocvyxpovog pe tnv idpuon tng mMOAng Ko
Satnpeital kot TOTIOUG 08 VYOG €wg Ta 6 . ‘Evag «Bpayiovog»
TOU TEIXOUG, ATMOTEAOVMEVOG A0 SU0 TIAPEAANAC PHETWTIOL, EQPTOVE
Bopelodutikd £wg Tov Totapd Kooyd, Soopoidovtog v poéofoon
TOV OLKLOLOV O€ VEPO.

O eEWTEPLKOG OXVPWHATIKOG TIEPIBOAOG CWIETAL ATIOOTIOUOATLKA.
Kataokeudotnke mbavotata tov 30 ot T.X. yla va evioxubei n
GUUVA TOU OLKLOMOV, TEPLAAUPBAVOVTAG KOL TNV OVOTOALKN
TIACyL& TOU AOPOU GTO OXUPWHEVO TUNHA TOV. XTO BOPELO OKEAOG
Tou TepIPOAOU UTIAPXE HVNHELOKA TIUAN HE TO&wTn emioteyn,
TNV omoia MpooTtatevav V0 LoXuVpoi opOBoywviol TUpyoL Kot
TIpoTEiXIopA TOou VoTEPOL 30u 1 20v aL. Tt.X.

Amo6 to TéAog TG Bulavtiviig mepLodov kot €€1¢, Ta apxaia Teixn
SéxTNKAV TIOAAEG ETILOKEVEG KOL TIPOCONKEG, HE TIG TILO EKTETAHEVEG
Vo VTOTI{OVTOL OTOV ECWTEPLKO OXUPWHATLKO TiEpifoAo.

Nekpotapeia

To KUPLO VEKPOTAUPEIO TOU OLKIOHOU BPLOKOTAV GTOUG TIPOTIOSEG
YELTOVIKOU AOpovu. H Tteploxfy ouvéxioe va XPNOLUOTIOLEITAL YL
TAPEG Kot Kotd Tn Bulovtivi tepiodo, omoTe pia pkpr EKKAnaio
KOTOOKEVAOTNKE ETTAVW OE VOV OTTO TOUG TTUPYOUG TNG TOEWTNG
TIUANG TNG APXaioG OXVPWONG, TIOU BPICKETAL OE KOVTIVH OTOCTOON).
Ektevég vekpoTa@eio Tou 140L atwva amtoKaAVPONKe TNV TtEPLOXN
NG TUANG, UE TEPLOaOTEPOUG amtd 100 TAPOUG Va £XOUVV £PEVVNOEL

APXAIONAOTIKOZ XQPOZ NTOAIANHZ
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE OF DOLIANI

To&wTn TOAN oxVpwong
Arched fortification gate

«Bpayxiovag» oxupwaong
Fortification’s projection

BulavTtivog upyog
Byzantine tower

AAwvit
Threshing floor

Ktrplo pe tofwtd avoiypato
Building with arched openings

OxVpwon 4ov-3o0v ot Tt.X.
Fortification of the 4th-3rd c. BC

Visitor's reception building Touring route
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Ktipia fulavtiva-oOwpovika O KTnpla voTEPOKAATIKA-EAANVIOTIKK
Byzantine-Ottoman buildings Late Classical-Hellenistic buildings
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General view of the settlement
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Xelpomointog kavBapiokog.
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Handmade kanthariskos
(wine-drinking cup).

8th c. BC
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1og at p.X.

Bronze coin

of Emperor Tiberius. 1st c. AD

Apyupd VOuLopa
OBwpavIKAG TIEPLOSOL.
Silver coin

of the Ottoman period.

AvayAupog
MEAQPAPAG OKVPOG.
20¢ at. T.X.

Black glazed skyphos
(drinking cup) with relief
decoration. 2nd c. BC

Location and historical development
of the settlement

The fortified settlement of Doliani occupies a low hill on the bank of the
Kalamas River (ancient Thyamis), near the modern village of Geroplatanos.
According to the prevailing view among researchers, this is ancient
Phanote, the centre of the ancient Thesprotian “ethnos” of the Phanoteis,
who inhabited the area along the middle course of the river.

The walled settlement was founded in the second half of the 4th
century BC on a naturally fortified site that had already been inhabited
since the Archaic period, as evidenced by sporadic finds from the 7th
and 6th centuries BC. After the Roman conquest of 168 BC, the city was
not abandoned but continued to be inhabited almost continuously
until the late Ottoman period.

The fortifications

The ancient settlement is surrounded by strong ashlar masonry
fortifications of the 4th and 3rd centuries BC, consisting of two
successive enclosures and a rampart to the north. The wall was
reinforced with rectangular towers and jogs (indentations) on its
face, while gates provided communication between the enclosures
and and access to the surrounding area.

The inner fortification wall formed an acropolis at the top of the
hill, where the core of the settlement developed over time. It is
contemporary with the founding of the city and is preserved in places
to a height of up to 6 m. A projecting section of the wall, consisting
of two parallel facings, extended northwest to the Kalamas River,
ensuring the settlement’s access to water.

The outer enclosure is poorly preserved. It was probably built in the
3rd century BC to enhance the settlement's defense, incorporating
the eastern slope of the hill within its fortified area. In the northern
part of the enclosure there was a monumental arched gate, protected
by two strong rectangular towers and a rampart dating to the late
3rd or 2nd century BC.

From the Late Byzantine period onwards, the ancient walls underwent
numerous repairs and additions, the most extensive of which are found
in the inner fortification wall.

Cemeteries

The main cemetery of the settlement was located at the foot of
a nearby hill. The area continued to serve as a burial site during
the Byzantine period, when a small church was built on one of the
towers of the arched gate of the ancient fortification, located in
close proximity.

An extensive 14th century cemetery was discovered in the vicinity of
the gate, with more than 100 graves having been excavated.



