The city and its territory

The fortified settlement, which extends over a naturally fortified
plateau at the foothills of the Paramythia Mountains, has been
identified with the ancient city of Elea. It was founded shortly
after the middle of the 4th century BC and flourished during the
Hellenistic period (3rd-2nd century BC). It was destroyed in 167
BC by the Roman legions of Aemilius Paulus and was gradually
abandoned by the end of the 1st century BC.

Elea is the only city in Thesprotia that minted its own coinage. Its
coins include depictions of Underworld deities -such as the head
of Persephone and the three-headed Cerberus, guardian of Hades'
entrance- and bear the name of the Thesprotian “ethnos” (nation) of
the Eleates. The city or the ethnos also had public correspondence
with other cities.

The city's territory, known from Thucydides as Eleatis, occupied the
valley of the Kokytos River, a tributary of the Acheron, the river that
Charon crossed with his boat to carry the dead into Hades.

It extended from the northwest of present-day Paramythia to the bay
of Ammoudia, wheretheancientcity's port —the “Eleas Limen” mentioned
by the ancient writers— was located, near the Oracle of the Dead
(Necromanteion), well-known from mythological tradition.
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™G Hyoupevitoog O emiokemtng akoAouvBel tnv Eyvatio 060 €wg

Tov kOuBo TG Mapapubidg kot amd ekel KaTeVBVVETAL TIPOG TOV
OKIOPO TNG Xpuoawyng HECW TNG emapxLlakng odov MapapuBidc—TAvKAC.
21n SlaoTtopwaon TPoG Xpuoouyr oTpiBel aploTepd Kal okoAouBel Tov
avn@opLkd Spopo Tou 0dnyel TNV £l0060 TOU APYXALOAOYLIKOU XWPOU.

Access: Elea is located approximately 40 km southeast of lgoumenitsa. The
visitors follow the Egnatia Motorway to the Paramythia junction and from
there head towards the settlement of Chrysavgi via the Paramythia — Glyki
provincial road. At the junction to Chrysavgi, they turn left and follow the
uphill paved road leading to the entrance of the archaeological site.

j\ MpéoBaon: H EAca PpiokeTal oe amdotaon mepimov 40 xAp. NA

MpoaoBaciuéTnTa: To KTpLo EEUTNPETNONG KOWOU KOBWG KA TUAHX

E\ TOU OPXALOAOYLKOU XWpPoU £&w amd Tn BA oxUpwon eival tpoofdaaotpo
a6 ApeA. YTOV UTTOAOLTIO APXALOAOYLKO XWPO UTIAPXEL KAloNn Kot
OPKETA OKOAOTIATLOL.

Accessibility: The visitor reception building and the part of the archaeological
site outside the northeastern section of the fortification are accessible to people
with disabilities. The rest of the site features slopes and numerous steps.

MAnocuéotepa onueia evdrapépovtog: OLklopog Mapapvdiag,
MNavayia MNoapapudiag, KovAta MmoAovdatwy o€ amootaon 5 XA,
<O TMnyég Axépovta og amooToacn 20 XAW.
Nearby points of interest: The town of Paramythia, the Church of Panagia
Paramythia, and the Koulia of Paramythia are all about 5 km away. The Acheron
Springs are approximately 20 km from the site.

Apxaroloyikog xwpog EAéag | Archaeological Site of Elea
Xpuoavuyn Afpou XovAiov, | Chrysavgi, Municipality of Souli,
Osompwtia 462 00 | Thesprotia 462 00
Eopeia Apxatotitwy Osontpwriag | Ephorate of Antiquities of Thesprotia

T: 26650.29177 /8 | T:26650.29177 / 8
E: efathe@culture.gr | E: efathe@culture.gr
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https://www.igoumenitsamuseum.gr/view_sub_subpage/15/33/arhaiologikos-hwros-eleas
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SITE OF ELEA

H moAn kat n EMIKPATELA THG

O OXUPWHEVOG OLKIOMOG, O OTOI0G AVOTITUCCETOL OE PUOLKA
TIPOOTOTEVUEVO TIAGTWHUO OTOUG TPOTIOSEG TWV BoOuvwy TNng
MopapuBidg, £xel tavtioTel pe TNV apxaio TOAn EAéa. 16p0ONKe
Alyo pETA Ta péoa Tou 40U oL T.X. KOl GKHOOGE KOTA TOUG
€EAANVIOTIKOUG Xpovoug (30G-20¢ at T.X.). Kataotpdpnke To
167 m.X. amd TG pwpaikéG Aeyewveg Tou AlpiAtov MovAou ko
OTASLOKA £WG TO TEAOG TOV Tovu ot Tr.X. eyKaToAEiPONKe.

H EAéa eivan n povadikn BgompwTikr) TIOAN TIoV ££€6woE SO TNG
VOMLIoP. Tot VOUIGHOTA TG (PEPOUV TIAPOCTATCELG TIOU CUVSEOVTOL
pe Be6tTnTEG TOu Kdtw KAopov, 6mwg N kealn tng Mepogpovng
Ko o TpkEParog KépBepog, o pUAaKag TNG £Ll06S0ou Tov Adn, Kat
oVaypaPouV To Gvopa Tov BeoTpwTikoV €6voug Twv EAsatwv.
H 1oAn 1 to €6vog dlatnpovace kot dSnuocia cAAnAoypopio.

H emkpdTtela TnG TOANG, N LVNHUOVEVOUEVN amd Tov Ooukudidn
EAgaTig, kataAGpBave TNV KOLAASa Tou TOoTapoy Kwkutov,
TIOPATIOTOHOU TOL AxEpovTa, Tov Stéoxtle o X&pwv HE TN Bapka
TOU YLOL VO LETOUPEPEL TOUG VEKPOUG oTOV Adn.

ExktewvoTtav amo ta fopeloSuTika TNG onpepvig Mapapubidg éwg
TOV OpUO TNG APpouSLaG —OTIoV ToTtoBETEITAL TO EMIVELO TNG
apxaiog TOANG, o <EAé0G AlURV» TwV apXaiwv COUyypaPEéwv—
OAAG KOL TO YVWOTO amo T puboAoyikn mapddoon Nekpopavteio
Tou AxépovTa.

I Amtoyn TG POPELOAVATOALKAG OXVPWANG

View of the northeastern fortification




TavuTLON TOU OLKIGHOU

ZOp@WVA pE TNV ATIOYn OpLopEVWY epguvnTwy, N EAéa RTov pia
aTo TIG aToLKkieg TTov idpuae n KopvOog katd prikog tou loviou
TIEAGYOUG Kait TNG ASPLATIKNG KXTA TNV aipXaikn emtoxr (700-480 1t.X.),
onwg n Apppakia, n Képkupa, n Asukdda kot Bopelotepa n
EniSapvog kat n AmoAAwvia. XTIG apxaieg TnNyég, wotdco, Sev
UTIAPXOVV AVAPOPEG YL KOPLVOLOKN aTtolkia e TO Ovopa EAéa.
Kotd tnv emikpatéotepn amoyn, n EAéa nTav OeompwTikn TTOAN
KOl TOUTICETOL PE TA EPELTILA TOU OXUPWHEVOL OLKLOHOU GTNV
TEPLOXA TNG ONUEPLVAG Xpuoawyng Mapapudidg.

H apxcitoAoyikr) €pEVVO OTOV OLKLOHO SEV EXEL PEPEL OTO (PG OTOLXEIX
(TL.X. ETUYPAPEG 1 TOV EVTOTILOUO TNG O£0NG TOU VOULOUATOKOTIEIOV
NG TIOANG) TOV VA ETIREPALWVOLV LE ATPAAELN TNV TOUTLOT TNG.

OxXVUpwon Kot TOAEOSONIKI) OpYyAVWON

H 1toAn, éktaong mepimov 100 OTPEPUATWY, TIPOCTATEVOTAV OE
O\ Ta TIPOOBACIUA CNUELX TNG OTIO LOXVPEA TELXN Kol S1EOeTe SVO
KOPLEG TIVAEG, [t 0TO AVATOALKA KOl pict oTa SUTLKA. To AVWTEPO,
BopELOAVATOAKO TUAUO TOU OLKIOHOU NTOV ETIKALVEG KOL PO
Sopnpévo. Zexwplotn B€on oTNV TEPLOXN QUTH KATEXEL £VOG
HiKpOGg opBoywviog vadg, Tou omoiou n Aatpevdpevn BedtTnTa
TILPOPEVEL AYVWOTN.

‘Evag kevTplkog Spopog Siéoxile To emimedo TUANA TNG TTOANG.
MikpoTtepol §popol, tapdAAnAoL kaBeToLoe qUTOV, SLapOpPWVAV
TA OPLO TWV SLWTIKWY KATOLKLWY KOL TWV SNUOCLWY KTNPiwv.

To kévTpo TOU OKIOMOU KaTaoAGuBave N Ayopd. ZTo EAANVIOTIKA
XPOVI 0ploBeTONKe Ao OTOEG, POKPOOTEVA SNAASKH 0lKOS0-
HAMOTA pE KioveG oTtnv Tipoéooyn. H ouvolkia ota voTIa TG
Ayopdg NTav opyavwuévn o€ BaBudwtd avénpa (MAATWHAT),
HE olKOSOMIKEG VNoideg Tov Staxwpiloviav amd Spopoug Ko
aywyoug Yl TNV ATOMAKPUVON TwV AVMATWY TWV OTILTIWY KO
TWV VEPWV TNG BPOXNAG.

IBLWTIKEG KATOLKIEG €XOUV EVTOTILOTEL TIEPLUETPIKA TNG AYyopag
KOlL 0TO KEVTPLKO TIAGTWHA TOV OLKLOMOV.

X&Akwo voulopa EAéag

HE TIOPAOTAON KEPOANG
Mepoe@OVNG, TPIKEPOAOL
KépPepou ko TV emypo@n
EAE(AIQN).

B’ oo 4ov at. m.X.

Bronze coin of Elea depicting
the head of Persephone, the
three-headed Cerberus, and
the inscription EAE(AIQN).
Second half of the 4th c. BC
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General view of the settlement and
its most important buildings

yuvaikeio eldwAto.
20¢ al. T.X.

Clay female figurine.
2nd c. BC

X&AKvn olvoxon.
40¢ al. T.X.

Bronze oinochoe (wine jug).

MAAWVOG HEAaUBaONS
aVAYAUPOG OKOPOG.
20¢ at. T.X.

Clay black glazed relief
skyphos.
2nd c. BC

Identification of the settlement

According to some scholars, Elea was one of the colonies founded
by Corinth along the lonian Sea and the Adriatic coast during the
Archaic period (700480 BC), alongside Ambracia, Corcyra, Leucas,
and further north, Epidamnus and Apollonia. However, ancient
sources make no mention of a Corinthian colony named Elea.

The prevailing view is that Elea was a city in Thesprotia identified
with the ruins of the fortified settlement in the area of present-day
Chrysavgi, Paramythia.

Archaeological research at the site has yet to uncover definitive
evidence -such as inscriptions or the location of the city’s mint- that
would conclusively confirm this identification.

Fortification and urban organization

The city, covering an area of about 10 hectares, was surrounded
at all accessible sides by strong walls. It had two main gates, one
to the east and one to the west. The upper northeastern part of
the settlement was sloping and sparsely built. A small rectangular
temple occupies a prominent position in this area. The deity
worshipped there remains unknown.

A main street crossed the flat part of the settlement. Narrower
streets, either parallel or perpendicular to it, defined the boundaries
of private residences and public buildings.

The center of the settlement was occupied by the Agora. In the
Hellenistic period, it was defined by stoas —elongated buildings
with columns on the fagade. The neighborhood south of the Agora
was organised in terraced levels, with building blocks separated
by streets and channels for the removal of household sewage
and rainwater.

Private houses have been uncovered around the Agora and on
the central part of the settlement. Storage spaces with large jars
(pithoi), rooms with looms for weaving, and hygiene areas with clay
bathtubs have been identified inside the houses.

A large building in the northwestern part of the settlement was
likely of a public character.
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Clay mould depicting

Apollo and Hermes.
Hellenistic period



